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May the Month Dedicated to Mary  
Our May gathering will be May 15th at 
1:00 in the Parish Center. We will be 
having Elections and a Quorum of at 
least 7 voting members is needed as 
well as 2 people to serve by passing 
out ballots and witnessing the count 
of ballots. Al 

Council Meeting: Our next Council meeting will be on 
Saturday, May 6th at 6:30 p.m. in Janesville. June 
meeting is to be determined by the new Council   

June Gospel Sharing: Jean Gallegos will lead. 
 
June Ongoing Formation: To be determined by the 
new Council. 
 

Calling on Mary 
Bonnie Johnson, ofs, Vice Minister 

Over 50 years ago Pope Paul VI 
wrote an encyclical for the 
Preservation of Peace, calling on all 
people to turn to our Blessed 
Mother Mary especially in the 
month of May.  Sadly, the needs are 
again there today and perhaps 
even more so in the moral decline 

seen in abortion, drugs, human trafficking etc. in 
our world today. Below are bits and pieces of His 
Eminence’s urging.  Let us all reach out to our 
Heavenly Mother this month. 

“The month of May is a month which the piety of the 
faithful has long dedicated to Mary, the Mother of 
God. This is the month during which Christians, in 
their churches and their homes, offer the Virgin 
Mother more fervent and loving acts of homage and 
veneration; and it is the month in which a greater 
abundance of God's merciful gifts comes down to us 
from our Mother's throne.” 

“Today we see tensions worsening gravely between 
nations in certain parts of the world, as if no lesson 
had been learned from the bitter experiences of the 
two world wars which caused so much bloodletting in 
the first half of this century. Thus, the inhabitants of 
entire nations are subjected to unspeakable 
sufferings.  These activities grow more frequent and 
more bitter each day and could at any time spark a 
new and terrible war.” 

“But peace, is not solely the work of man. It is also, 
and primarily, a gift from God. Peace comes from 
heaven. It will truly reign among men when we have 
finally proved ourselves worthy to receive this gift 
from Almighty God. Just as the happiness and destiny 
of nations are in His power, so also are the hearts of 
men. And so, we shall obtain this lofty benefit by 
praying to God; by praying with constancy and 
watchfulness, as the Church has been wont to do from 
her very beginning; by praying, in particular, for the 
intercession and protection of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, who is the Queen of peace. We must not forget 
that He is "the Father of mercies and the God of all 
comfort," (1) that He has appointed Mary most holy as 
the generous steward of His merciful gifts.” 

We also ask that you make provisions for special 
prayers in every diocese and parish during the month 
of May; in particular, on the feast of the Queenship of 
Mary, let there be solemn public prayer for the 
intentions We have mentioned. You should know that 
We are relying particularly on the prayers of children 
and those suffering affliction, for their pleas have 
special power to penetrate heaven and soften God's 
justice. Since this is a perfect occasion, do not fail to 
put repeated emphasis on the recitation of the Rosary, 
the prayer so pleasing to Our Lady and so often 
recommended by the Roman Pontiffs. It affords the 
faithful an excellent means of complying effectively 
and pleasingly with our Divine Master's command: 
"Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened to you. "  
(Excerpt taken from the Encyclical of Pope Paul VI  
on Prayers During May for Preservation of Peace. April 
29, 1965) 



Schedules May Be Subject to Change 
 

An Excerpt from the Blog of Friar Hibernicus OFM 
                                                      Posted May 29, 2011 

 
All Christ has done - He has done for us ~ All  Christ has gained – He 
shares with us~All Christ’s Spirit - He has poured out on us. 
 

Thomas Merton wrote:  “We already have everything. Everything has 
already been given to us in Christ. But we do not realise it, we do not 
experience it.” 
 

It is so important to grasp this truth if we are to get to the heart of our 
faith. Our on-going life of faith, prayer and service in the Christian 
community, our on-going relationship with the Lord is: 
 

-   less about multiplying religious practices - more about accessing 
the divine gift already given, 
 

-   less about struggling to achieve some spiritual benefit 
- more about receiving ever more deeply what is already 
ours, 
 

-   less about needing to do great things for God – more 
about abiding in his presence so that our lives are 
fragrant with his goodness and bear the fruit of love. 
 
 

But is not really about receiving more of anything. Rather 
it is being made more open to experience and live from 
the Gift already within. 

franciscanponderings.blogspot.com

Isidore has become the patron of 
farmers and rural communities. In 
particular, he is the patron of 
Madrid, Spain, and of the United 
States National Rural Life 
Conference. 

When he was barely old enough to wield a hoe, 
Isidore entered the service of John de Vergas, a 
wealthy landowner from Madrid, and worked 
faithfully on his estate outside the city for the rest 
of his life. He married a young woman as simple 
and upright as himself who also became a saint—
Maria de la Cabeza. They had one son, who died as 
a child. 

Isidore had deep religious instincts. He rose early 
in the morning to go to church and spent many a 
holiday devoutly visiting the churches of Madrid 
and surrounding areas. All day long, as he walked 
behind the plow, he communed with God. His 
devotion, one might say, became a problem, for his 
fellow workers sometimes complained that he 
often showed up late because of lingering in church 
too long. 

He was known for his love of the poor, and there 
are accounts of Isidore’s supplying them 
miraculously with food. He had a great concern for 
the proper treatment of animals. 

He died May 15, 1130, and was declared a saint in 
1622, with Saints Ignatius of Loyola, Francis Xavier, 
Teresa of Avila, and Philip Neri. Together, the group 
is known in Spain as “the five saints.” 
 

St. John Paul II Fraternity’s Donation 
To Queen of Peace Regional Event 

“30 for 30” 
Items donated by 
all the Fraternities 
in the Queen of 
Peace Region will 
be taken to the 
Regional Ministers 
Meeting  in June.  
 
 

Anyone who wishes may make additional 
donations before the June meeting. Pictured L to R 
above are Sarah Gahlon, Nick Modelski, Rose Ann 
Ripka, Matt Johansen, Jean Gallegos, Kyle Gahlon,  
Joan Dahle, Jenise Seewald, and Bonnie Johnson. 
 

 



Mary’s Page 

 

We all know that May is the month dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  Here you see Mary’s Page with 
trivia related to how we honor Mary.  Perhaps it will 
inspire a few Franciscan Mary traditions as well. 

Mary Gardens 

The tradition of Mary Gardens is quite ancient. In the 
fourth century, Saint Benedict had a rosary, or a 
monastic rose garden. A few centuries later, in the 
seventh century, the Irish patron saint of gardening, 
Saint Fiacre, cared for a Marian garden dedicated to 
Mary that surrounded the small chapel and hospice for 
the poor and infirm. From the ninth century we have 
detailed records of “Assumption bundles,” which were 
assorted flowers and plants that were taken to the church 
on the Feast of Assumption to be blessed, and then 
brought home. 

Those who pray the rosary in their Mary Gardens use the 
white flowers for meditating upon the joyful mysteries, 
the purple and red flowers for meditating upon the 
sorrowful mysteries, and the gold and yellow flowers for 
meditating upon the glorious mysteries. 

 

 

 

Mary Flowers 

The connection between the Virgin Mary and flowers 
seemed to grow with time. According to records from the 
thirteenth century, Saint Francis of Assisi was extremely 
careful when walking because he didn't want to step on 
any flowers — for him, each of them represented the 
Virgin Mary, and he couldn't bear to stomp on her image.  

Traditional paintings of the Annunciation from Florence 
often show the angel Gabriel presenting a lily to the 
Virgin Mary. Paintings from Siena do not use the lily 
imagery because Siena was historically the rival of 
Florence. In paintings from Siena, the angel Gabriel 
offers Mary an olive branch instead. 

The earliest record of a flower named after Mary is Seint 
(French for Saint) Mary Gouldes, or marigold, which was 
included in a recipe of a plant-based medication used for 
treating illness. 

According to one Apocryphal legend, after the Virgin 
Mary was assumed into heaven her tomb was found 
empty but flush with roses and lilies in full bloom. To 
this day, the Assumption Lily, native to Japan and 
China, is so named because these lilies bloom in mid-
August, around the time when the Assumption is 
celebrated. 

The Oldest Known Prayer to Mary 
This prayer, known in Latin as "Sub Tuum Praesidium" 
and first found in a Greek papyrus, in the year 300.  

We turn to you for protection, 
Holy Mother of God. 
Listen to our prayers 

and help us in our needs. 
Save us from every danger, 
glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 
 

(Articles on this page were taken from our  
May 2013  issue of the Prism.) 

 


